
 
Giles Hughes 
Chief Executive of West Oxfordshire District Council 
Council O9ices, Woodgreen,  
Witney, OX28 1NB 
 
Thursday 21st August 2025 
 
RE: Witney Four Pillars Hotel – Use of Asylum Accommodation  
 
Dear Mr Hughes,  
 
We write on behalf of the West Oxfordshire Conservative Group and residents of Witney 
and West Oxfordshire regarding the ongoing use of the Witney Four Pillars Hotel for 
asylum accommodation.  
 
It is a matter of record that the hotel has not applied for, nor been granted, planning 
permission for a change of use. The question of whether this use constitutes a 
material change is ultimately a legal matter, but recent case law is highly relevant. 
 
In the recent case of Epping Forest District Council v Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, the High Court rules that the use of a hotel for asylum seeker 
accommodation did amount to a material change of use requiring planning 
permission. This provides a clear legal precedent that must now be considered by 
other local authorities, including West Oxfordshire. 
 
We therefore urge West Oxfordshire District Council to review its current position in light 
of the High Court’s judgement. Specifically, we ask that the Council takes steps too: 
 

1. Reassess whether the Witney Four Pillars Hotel current use constitutes a 
material change of use under planning law. 

2. Consider seeking injunctive relief from the High Court to prevent the ongoing 
use of the hotel without planning permission, as other councils have 
successfully done. 

 
Failure to act now would risk West Oxfordshire District Council being seen as 
disregarding both legal precedent and the will of local residents.  
 
We look forward to receiving your urgent response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Cllr Michele Mead     Cllr Liam Walker 
Group Leader      Deputy Group Leader 


