
 
Cllr Andy Graham 
Leader of West Oxfordshire District Council 
Council O:ices, Woodgreen,  
Witney, OX28 1NB 
 
Monday 5th January 
 
RE: Proposed Postponement of District Council Elections – May 2026 
 
Dear Councillor Graham, 
 
We write in response to the recent correspondence received from the Government 
regarding the potential postponement of District Council elections scheduled for May 
2026, pending a wider review of local government structures. 
 
On behalf of the Conservative Group at West Oxfordshire District Council, we wish to 
make our position clear: we fully support the District Council elections going ahead 
as planned in May 2026. 
 
While we recognise that local government reform and structural review can play an 
important role in ensuring e:ective and e:icient governance, we do not believe that the 
prospect of a future review justifies the suspension of the democratic process at this 
time. Elections are a fundamental part of local democracy and provide residents with 
their regular and rightful opportunity to hold elected representatives to account. 
 
Postponing elections risks weakening public trust and engagement in local government. 
Residents expect, and deserve, the chance to express their views through the ballot box 
and to choose who represents them on the District Council. This is particularly 
important at a time when local authorities face significant challenges and when public 
confidence in democratic institutions should be strengthened, not diminished. 
 
Furthermore, any review of local government should proceed alongside, not in place of, 
democratic accountability. Councillors elected by local people are best placed to 
represent their communities’ interests during any period of change or uncertainty. 
 
For these reasons, we strongly urge that West Oxfordshire District Council makes clear 
its opposition to the postponement of the May 2026 District Council elections and 
a:irms its commitment to upholding democratic principles and local accountability. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Michele Mead     Cllr Liam Walker 
Group Leader      Deputy Group Leader 


